MPQ-BF Scoring

Enclosed are the following files:

1) A zipped archive containing setup files for a Brief MPQ scoring program (Win98 and above compatible).

2) Sample MPQ-155 item file and scored output:

A. MPQItems.dat = item file (Subject ID#, followed by items 1-155).  This is a tab delimited text file which can be created easily in any text editor (or in excel using “save as”)

B. MPQOutput.dat = scored output file (i.e., Subject ID# and MPQ scores).  Also a tab delimited text file which  can be viewed in any text editor, excel or spss)

C. Variables.doc = list of variables included in file named “MPQOutput.dat”.

Notes:  

1) The original version of the MPQ contained 300 items.  The soon-to-be published version is a 276-item subset of the MPQ-300, in which some item wordings have been modified slightly to improve readability.  The brief form of the MPQ (MPQ-BF) was developed to reproduce as closely as possible this 276-item version (MPQ-276).  

2) The scoring program outputs raw MPQ-BF scores (e.g., wbR, spR, etc.), and also T-scores (e.g., wbT, spT, etc.) referenced to the MPQ-276 normative sample (N=1350 community men and women from the Minnesota Twin Family study).  

3) You can recreate the MPQ-BF scores listed in “MPQOutput.dat” by running scoring program.  To accomplish this, perform the following steps:

A. Start the program from the start menu by selecting the BriefMPQScore icon

B. Click “BEGIN” when the splash screen is displayed

C. Open the raw item file by selecting menu option   File: Open item file and locating the appropriate item data

D. Indicate the output file name by selecting menu option File: Save output as.   

E. Calculate the scores by selecting the menu option File: Calculate Scores and specify the following parameters:

a. Item file has header:  True if a variable names are contained in the first line of the raw item file.  False if first line contains subject data

b. Items begin in column:  This is the column number for the first MPQ item.  Typically, this is column 2 with a subject ID number in column 1.  However, in some instances, item data may be preceded by additional subject variable (e.g., gender, age, etc).

c. Item coding:  Indicate numeric values assigned to true, false and missing value responses.  A missing value code must be indicated even if no data is missing.

d. Prorate settings: Max missing % of total items.  This is the maximum percentage of missing items within a MPQ scale before the scale is set to missing.  If less data is missing, the scale is prorated for the individual missing items.  If more data is missing, the missing value code will be substituted for the scale score for that individual.  Default is 25%

F. After setting all parameters above, click on ScoreMPQ button.  Scoring may take a few moments.  A message box will indicate when scoring is complete.

4) You should exclude invalid profiles (i.e., INV variable = 1) as a 1st step after scoring the item data.

5) Those wishing to shorten the MPQ even further can consider (a) dropping the 14-item Unlikely Virtues (UNV) scale, which does not figure into the invalidity (INV) index; (b) dropping the 12-item Absorption (ABS) scale, which does not figure into the computation of any of the higher-order MPQ factors.   Deletion of these items would result in a 129-item MPQ.  

Please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions regarding this brief form of the MPQ.
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